
Year 11 Information Evening

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL

"Nurturing young Catholic gentlemen.
Aspiring for Academic, Cultural & Sporting Excellence."



Miss Sayers (Head of Year 11)

Mr Hall (Head of Chemistry and Y11 form tutor)

Mr Stanton (Head of Maths)

Miss Carquez (English Teacher, Literacy & Research 
Lead, Deputy-Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Mr Smith (Head of RE)

Speakers this evening



- PPE1 (w/c 13 Oct.) 
- IM data drop & Parents’/Carers’ Evening (27 Nov.)
- PPE2 (Feb.)
- IM data drop (Feb.)
- Written comments – Tutors (Apr.)
- GCSEs (May)
There will be a sixth form open evening as well (5 Nov), 
and a deadline from sixth form (5 Dec) and other 
settings to apply for Y12 (the year team will be writing 
references).

Dates for the diary



Year 11 –Tutor Information Form Tutors:
11JGH – Mrs Ghodbhani (English)
11SRY- Mrs Ryder (English)
11LCR - Mrs Crampton (English)
11PJH- Mr Johnson (Maths)
11SGA- Mr Gamage (Maths)
11PHA- Mr Hall (Science)
11JBR- Ms Bryant (Science)
Mr Hassan (Science-Tuesdays and 
Fridays)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Exam and 
Revision 
support

Morning 
Prayer (Chapel)

Core 
Intervention

Tutor quiz Year Assembly



• Tutors are core subject teachers (English, Maths and Science) and students

have been placed into one of these according toY10 PPE data.

• This has been done to optimise progress.

• Subject specific interventions are taking place every Wednesday morning in

tutor time. This will go to twice a week following the October PPEs and

then 3 times per week next year.

• Some minor changes to student’s subject placement will be made after the

October PPEs, and based on their engagement in tutor times.

• Tutors are completing exam and revision skills lessons and booklets, and

are still pastoral support/first point of contact for students and parents.

Tutor time intervention



Retrieval tasks

Worksheets

Past papers

Problem solving

Targeted areas for improvement

What will the intervention look like?



Intervention timetable 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before School History Room 71 
8.10-8.40

History Room 70 
8.10-8.40

Lunch time Chemistry room 
131, PPE Revision 
Room 5 - 1pm-
1.30pm 

Physics Room 170 Maths revision -
SGA

Maths revision -
SGA

Biology Room 231

After school ARE-Product 
Design Support 
3.35 -4.35 11B9 DT 
Only / PDI Product 
Design Support 
3.35 -4.35 11A9 DT 
Only. 

GCSE Business 
Room 109

English room 102

RE 3.30-4.30 -
Room 75 Computer 
Science 3:30-4:30 
room 3

Geography 
Intervention 3:30-4 
BTECIT 3:30-4:30 -
room 2



Uniform

School shoes

• No trainers; should be
able to polish

✓.

The John Fisher School (JFS) 
uniform consists of: 
• JFS blazer with badge (must 

be worn every day) 
• Black / dark grey trousers (no 

Jeans or tracksuits) 
• Year 10 -11 white shirt
• Year 7-11 House tie 
• JFS grey V-necked pullover 

(optional)
• Dark socks



Equipment 

• Students should be well

equipped and ready to learn.

This means bringing in pens

and pencils, subject specific

equipment and required books.

• This is especially important for

students this year with regards

to exams. Last year we had

multiple students in exams

without the correct and basic

equipment.



Stepped Approach

Rule reminder

Warning & Success criteria

Demerit & Class teacher response

Departmental response, consequence 
student removal

Pastoral referral, culture –walk call out. 
BSR

If you’re late, you start 
here.

The teacher does not have to say 
‘Rule Reminder’. 

Could be ‘Now is not the time to 
speak’ for example.

1

2

3

4

5

Depending on the 
nature of the offence, 
you can go straight to 

step 3 or further.

Additional Demerits: Homework, 
Uniform



Same day detentions started this week:

2 demerits- 20 minutes

3 demerits- 40 minutes

4 demerits or a subject removal- 60 minutes (missed 60 mins will be escalated to

BSR)

• On-call removals- BSR (3 hours minimum)

• Late to lessons will also be added up and time served back at the end of the day

in detention.

• Late to school detentions will also resume soon.

• Saturday detentions will resume soon.

New detentions system



• We have now moved over to bromcom from edulink.

• Student have been set up with bromcom log ins during tutor time, if they have

not managed to do so thus far- IT will be helping with this over the coming

weeks.

• Please sign up to MCAS (My child at school) which has been sent to you.

Bromcom



Access to Curriculum/Exam Board information

• Can be found on our website:



Working together to improve school attendance

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL

"Nurturing young Catholic gentlemen.
Aspiring for Academic, Cultural & Sporting Excellence."



• The law entitles every child of compulsory school age to an efficient,

full-time education suitable to their age, aptitude, and any special educational

need they may have. It is the legal responsibility of every parent/carer to

make sure their child receives that education by attendance at a school.

• Parent/carers have an additional legal duty to ensure their child attends

that school regularly. This means their child must attend every day that

the school is open, except in a small number of allowable circumstances such as

being too ill to attend.

School Attendance - The Law



Morning registration will take place at the start of the school day at 8.45am. The registers will

remain open for 20 minutes. Any student arriving after this time will be marked as having an

unauthorised absence. Where the absence at registration was for attending an early morning

medical appointment, the appropriate authorised absence code will be entered.

Students arriving after the start of the school day, but before registers close, will be recorded as

late.Any student who incurs:

• 2 late marks across a five day period will attend a 40 minute after school detention, and 3 late

marks will attend a 60 minute after school detention.

• 3 or more late marks across a five day period will attend a ‘Saturday detention’ on Saturday

for 3 hours between 9:00am and 12:00pm.

Persistent Lateness to school



Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 



Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 

SEP

Y11 Student 
Poll closes & 

options 
blocks are 

built to 
accommodate 
most popular 

choices

OCT

Application
s open to 

all students 
on the first 

Monday 
after the 
half-term 

break

NOV 

Open 
Evening 
for all 

prospectiv
e students 

(exact 
date to be 
confirmed 

on 
website)

DEC

Deadline for 
applications is 

the first 
Friday of 

December 
for all 

students

FEB

Interviews 
take place 

with external 
students –

no internal 
interviews 
due to JFS 
priority 

MAR

Latest date 
by which 

conditional 
offer letters 
sent to all 
students

JUN

The first 
Friday in 
June is 

the final 
date for 

any 
changes 

to 
applicati

ons

AUG

Enrolment 
begins on GCSE 

Results Day. 

JFS student 
priority is 8.30-

10.30am.

Enrolment 
closes Tue 25th

Aug @ 3pm.

SEP

Year 12 
Induction Day 
(exact date to 
be confirmed 
on enrolment 

days) to 
complete the 
application 
process and 
secure their 

place.



Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 

Summary: 

➢ GCSE Results Collection takes place in the Sixth Form Common Room (downstairs) 

➢ Sixth Form Enrolment to take place in the Sixth Form Study Area (upstairs) 

➢ Students eligible for “A pathway” to be directed to fast-track enrolment lane 

➢ All other students to be processed on first-come-first-served basis in their allotted time 

➢ Full details of entry criteria can be found in the online prospectus 

➢ Students wishing to make changes to their application, must check the Sixth Form prospectus first before enrolling 

➢ Please note that the process can close at any time if capacity is reached 

Order of Processing  

All applicants will fall into one of the four pathways below. Each pathway is processed in turn. Students of a pathway must ensure they 

arrive at their stated time, otherwise they will be processed with the subsequent students. Once capacity is reached, the enrolment 

process will be stopped. This could take place at any time. The processing order and times are as follows: 

A. GCSE Results Day 8.30am - 10.30am  

This is for JFS Y11 students who applied before December deadline and received an offer letter 

B. GCSE Results Day 10.30am – midday  

External students with a formal offer letter  

C. GCSE Results Day midday – 2pm   

External walk-in students from ‘partner schools’ 

D. By Appointment After GCSE Results Day 

All other students (including A-C students who were not able to attend on GCSE Results Day) 



Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 



Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 

Clarification for Applicants Whom…

Wish to make Changes to their Original Application:

Any student who makes changes to their original application will be offered a provisional place at the John Fisher School Sixth Form. This means that their place will not be confirmed until the end of the next working day

(after they have enrolled). This is to ensure that there is space for the student on the course they have changed to, after we have honoured the spaces of all original applicants. Should there be an issue, the student will be

contacted in writing. If the student does not hear from the John Fisher School before the end of the next working day, their provisional offer automatically becomes a formal offer of enrolment.

Wish to Enrol Without a Confirmed Reference:

Any place at the John Fisher School Sixth Form is dependent upon the receipt of a satisfactory reference from your previous school. This must be sent directly to the Director of Sixth Form and should be written by your

previous Head of Year, Head-Teacher or a member of your school’s Senior Leadership Team. Your enrolment will not be confirmed until this has been received. References given by applicants and/or parents will not be

accepted.

Are not Able to Attend in Person on GCSE Results Day:

Virtual enrolment and/or enrolment by proxy is not possible. All students must be there in person to secure their place. Please be mindful of this when booking holidays. If a student cannot make

their time slot, their only option for enrolment will be pathway D. This will require an appointment which will need to be booked directly with Mr D Jackson. Please email d.jackson@johnfisherschool.org to do so.

Failed to Secure a 4 in Maths and English but Plan to Appeal:

Students who fail to secure at least a Grade 4 in Maths and English but believe they may do so upon a successful appeal, will be able to provisionally enrol on the assumption the appeal will be successful. Their offer will,

however, be withdrawn if the appeal returns unsuccessful. It is advised that such students continue to make other arrangements/applications for September. These students will not be able to start their induction until a

formal outcome is received from the exam board and shared with the Sixth Form Admissions Team. The cost of any appeal will need to be covered by the applicant.

Failed to Secure the required Grade for a Chosen Subject but Plan to Appeal:

Please refer to the above answer. The difference in this situation, however, is that students will still be able to enrol in the Sixth Form (assuming they have a 4 in Maths and English), but would need to opt for another

subject. Such students will be enrolled on the assumption of an unsuccessful appeal, but will be given first reserve status on joining the subject in question following the outcome of their appeal. In the event of an

unsuccessful appeal, these students would be treated the same as the students in the next scenario.

Failed to Secure the required Grade for a Chosen Subject by One Grade but do not Plan to Appeal

Meeting the criteria stated in the prospectus is the only automatic entry onto any course. For those who narrowly miss out (by a single grade) there may be flexibility if there is space on the course after all places are filled

with those who have met the entry criteria. This cannot be arranged until after enrolment, and may not occur until the end of September. Therefore, students will only be enrolled into the Sixth Form for a minimum of three

courses for which they have met the entry criteria. This would not include the subject in question. Once enrolment is completed, subjects with availability will offer the remaining places to those students who narrowly missed

out in order of average point score (this would be the sum of all the students’ GCSE grades, divided by the total number of GCSEs taken). Those with the highest average would be offered the remaining places.

mailto:d.jackson@johnfisherschool.org


Romans 2:6 God will “repay each person according to what they have done.”

The John Fisher School Sixth Form 

Full Details/Break Down:

Johnfisherschool.org > Admissions > Sixth Form Admissions

Links to:

• Prospectus

• Options Blocks

• Enrolment Day 

Process

• Internal 

Application Form

All information is currently 

for last year’s entry. Full 

updates published by end 

of Oct with applications 

open from Mon 3rd Nov to 

Fri 5th Dec



Science



X Band Classes/Sets Y Band Classes/Sets

Th Do

Ty Dg

Td De

Dr Dn

Key
Yellow: Separate Science classes, mixed ability
Green: Higher Tier Combined Science Classes, mixed ability
Blue: Foundation Tier Combined Science Classes, mixed ability



Teaching Staff

• Biology Specialists:

• Ms Mozammel (SL

for Biology)

• Mr Bennett (Dept

Head)

• Mrs Thaker

• Ms Bryant

• Chemistry Specialists:

• Mrs Woolcock (SL for 
Science)

• Mr Hall (SL for Chemistry)

• Miss Green

• Ms Bryant

• Physics Specialists:

• Mr Harwood (SL for 
Physics)

• Dr Ekanayake

• Ms Bryant

• Mr Hassan



KS4 Science

Scheme of Work: 

• AQA science (Separate or Combined Trilogy) Specifications are on the AQA website.

• Order of curriculum for your son’s year can be found on the Year 11 Google Classroom. 

• Revision Guides: I recommend CGP, they have a vast array of supporting materials 

www.worldofbooks.com have second hand versions which are cheaper!

• We are going to be sending letters to parents this term with details how to buy CGP 

revision resources through school.

http://www.worldofbooks.com/


Login Details for Science Resources

• Login details for

Google Classroom and

Educake can be found

at the front of your

son’s exercise book.



KS4 Science

Specifications: 

• AQA Combined Science Trilogy (formally known as dual award) at foundation and higher tier

• AQA Separate Sciences (formally known as triple science)

• SetsTh,Ty andTd are covering higher tier separate science

• Sets Dr and Do are covering higher tier combined science

• Sets Dg, De and Dn are covering foundation tier combined science

• The final exam entry decision will be made after the PPEs this year- the next being in October

then another in February.

• Your son’s set can be changed based on his academic performance throughout the year with

in his band.



• For each topic your son

will be given a checklist

and will have an end of

topic assessment/PPE at

the end of each topic.

• He will be given a feedback

sheet that will be stuck at

the back of the book and

that we ask you to sign.

• He will also be given an

improvement task to

complete

Each Exam

Student A
Topic X

10Ty



• Class Code: zk2g2ge

• Your son needs to join to

access his home learning

booklets

Google Classroom



• Class Code: zk2g2ge

• On here are checklist

for topics, links to

useful websites,

revision materials, and

answers to frequently

asked questions, past

papers

Google Classroom



PPES

• October

• Will cover paper 1 content- chapters 1-4 for biology and physics, 1-5 for

chemistry

• Google Classroom- there is a google classroom set up that has checklists and

revision materials. Letter was sent to parents before the 6 week holiday with

detail on about the upcoming PPE and google classroom.

• PPE will be used to finalise your sons set and GCSE route- we will enter your

son for the exam we believe he will perform the best in based on his academic

results.



• As per the letter sent out to parent before the 6 week school holiday, the first

round of PPEs we will be using to decide who will continue separate science and

who will do combined science.

• A students getting 4 and 5’s in separate science will benefit from being moved to

the combined science route.

October PPE



Combined Trilogy Route Separate Science Route

Your Son will be taught in specialist 
lessons, ie he will have biology, chemistry 
and physics lessons

Your Son will be taught in specialist 
lessons, ie he will have biology, chemistry 
and physics lessons

Your son will sit 6 GCSE papers that are 1 
hour 15 minutes long each. 2x chemistry, 
2x biology, 2 x physics

Your son will sit 6 GCSE papers that are 1 
hour 45 minutes long each. 2x chemistry, 
2x biology, 2 x physics

Your son will receive 2 GCSEs in science, 
the double grade is an average of all 6 
papers

Your son will receive 3 GCSEs one in each
science, the grade is an average of the 2 
papers sat per subject

Your son can do A-level sciences if he gets 
the entry criteria grades

Your son can do A-level sciences if he gets 
the entry criteria grades



Tiers

For higher tier papers 
the highest grade is a 
grade 9, the lowest is a 
grade 4 after this is a U.

For foundation tier the 
highest grade is a 5 the 
lowest is 1, then a U.



• Foundation papers are more accessible and for hard working
students it is easier to get a grade 5 on them. More of the
paper is made up of grade 1-3 questions.

• Higher tier papers are mostly grade 6-9 level questions, it is
more difficult and if the grade 4 is not obtained a student will
get a U.

Combined

science grades

are:

Higher Tier Grades Foundation Tier 
Grades

9-9 5-5

9-8 5-4

8-8 4-4

8-7 4-3

7-7 3-3

7-6 3-2

6-6 2-2

6-5 2-1

5-5 1-1

5-4 U

4-4

U



Additional Support
• There will be a drop in session one lunch time a week per science

• Monday lunchtime: Chemistry

• Tuesday Lunchtime Physics

• Friday Lunchtime Biology

• The details will be shared with your son in his lessons and around the science building

• Your son is welcome to see his teacher for help at anytime



Maths Dept
Post Holders

Subject Leader Mr D Stanton

KS4 Coordinator Mrs Y Winkelman

Class Teachers

Set 1 Mr S Gamage Set 5 Mrs Y Winkelman

Set 2 Mr P Johnson Set 6 Mrs Z Ngyuen

Set 3 Mrs M Bibi Set 7 Ms C McNeela

Set 4 Mr D Stanton Set 8 Mr M Webb



External and Internal Examinations

Summer 2025 Exam Info

Edexcel Linear Maths Higher New GCSE 9 - 1 scheme

Sets 1 to 5 students are studying the HIGHER Tier
(Set 1 cover the AQA Further Maths Level 2 Certificate)

Sets 6 to 8 students are studying the FOUNDATION Tier

Tier of entry is solely decided by the Maths department, based on 

student’s data, to optimise individual student outcomes.

The final examinations are three (equally weighted 80 mark) 

papers of length 1hr 30 mins.

Paper 1 Non-Calculator

Paper 2 Calculator

Paper 3 Calculator

Students will be provided with common formulae sheet up to 

2027 but must know how to apply each formula accurately. Some 

formulae may also be embedded in questions

.

PPE 1 Exam Info 

2 Full Exam board standard papers of length 1hr 30mins

Paper 1 Non-Calculator

Paper 2 Calculator

Grade boundaries 

Set in line with exam board trends. 

Content

All possible content may be examined.

Rationale

All sets are at a different stage (Set 1 will be close to 

completing the course).

Students required to focus on what they do know 

and how to demonstrate this.



Content

Higher Tier Foundation Tier

Topics to be covered in Term 1:

• Probability

• Circle theorems

• Variance

• Further trigonometry including graphs and exact surd

solutions

• Rates of change, gradient and graphical interpretation

• Fractional algebra and equations

Topics to be covered in Term 2:

• Functions, their transformations and inverses.

• Vectors including proofs

• Iterations

• Numerical proofs and reasoning

• Algebraic proofs and reasoning

• Recap and Revision

Topics to be covered in Term 1:

• Further algebraic manipulation

• Solving Equations and Inequalities

• Trigonometry

• Simultaneous Equations

• Recap of Percentages

• Statistical measures

Topics to be covered in Term 2:

• Problem solving techniques

• Recap and Revision

Students should expect exam papers to be set on a weekly basis as part of an ongoing revision programme.



Maths Revision

How to revise for Maths?

The best way to revise Maths is to practise questions.

Exam papers should be utilised, marked accurately and with a sense of integrity.

Time limiting papers (or sections of a paper) are useful strategies to recreate external exam pressures

How will the Maths department support?

• Drop-in Maths clinics, where students can bring problems and get assistance from a teacher.

• Targeted Intervention (post PPE 1)

Useful websites

There is a wealth of resources to support the Edexcel course, find a website that works for you some good ones are:

• Maths genie

• Physics and Maths tutor

• Save my exams

• Corbett Maths

• OnMaths



Advice for Pupils

General

• Use the subject experts i.e. your teachers, when you encounter areas of misconceptions.

• Have a tidy, organised and quiet work area.

• Ensure timed practise is included in a revision schedule

• Utilise all your time effectively e.g. flash cards whilst waiting at the bus stop

Maths specific

• Ensure you have all of the correct equipment for lessons, including a calculator.

• Check work rigorously and always aim to show full solutions and working.

• Use your QLA’s to identify on going areas for improvement.

• Be resilient and always try to write the “maths of the situation” by breaking a question into
smaller parts.

• Recognise you may not be able to access all questions on a paper.

• Always start with questions that you are confident with and “build your own success”.



Year 11 Information Evening

English

Mrs Ryder – Subject Leader of English 

Mrs L. Crampton - Key Stage 4 Co-ordinator for English

Interventions are currently being delivered through Tutor Time 

groups by Mrs Ryder, Mrs Crampton and Mrs Ghodbhani

s.ryder@johnfisherschool.org

l.crampton@johnfisherschool.org



GCSE English Literature - OCR

There is no tier of entry – grades 9 to U is the range of grades available for all students entered



GCSE English Language  - AQA

There is no tier of entry – grades 9 to U is the range of grades available for all students entered



GCSE English Spoken Language Endorsement

Spoken Language Assessments 

took place in the Summer Term of 

Year 10. 

These were graded as Pass, Merit 

or Distinction. 

Completing this endorsement is a 

pre-requisite of the course. 

Any student who has not yet 

completed their Spoken Language 

Endorsement will be informed of 

an appointment time this half term 

to complete it.



English GCSE revision suggestions 

English Literature

(OCR)

An Inspector Calls ➢ English class notes and text

➢ Revision World

➢ BBC bitesize

➢ CGP Revision Guides

Jekyll and Hyde ‘As above’

Poetry Anthology ➢ English class notes and text

➢ Revision World

➢ BBC bitesize

➢ Mr King poetry revision 

videos (youtube)

Macbeth ‘As above’

English Language

(AQA)

Paper 1  Revision materials available

Fiction text analysis & 

Creative writing 

➢ English class notes and texts

➢ CGP Revision books

➢ Mr Bruff videos

➢ BBC bitesize

➢ Revision World past papers

➢ Reading quality fiction –

extracts, short stories etc

Paper 2

Non-Fiction 

comparisons & 

Creative writing 

➢ English class notes and texts

➢ CGP Revision books

➢ Mr Bruff videos

➢ BBC bitesize

➢ Revision World past papers

➢ Reading quality non-fiction 

e.g broadsheet newspapers

Paper 1:

Paper 2:



English Revision Advice for Pupils

General:

• Make your most of your lesson time. Use the full time to write extended answers in class – if you won’t do it in class you won’t be able to do it
in the exam!

• Your teachers are there to help – use the sentence starters, knowledge organisers, and guidance they give. But learn it so you can do it when
they aren’t there.

• Get into the routine and disciple now of revising each day – little and often.

• Create revision posters and flashcards – put them around the house. Change where they are every couple of weeks so your brain doesn’t adapt
and ignore them.

• Ask your family to help you stay accountable with your revision and to test you.

English specific:

• Read 20 minutes each day, especially a range of literary fiction eg ‘Classic literature’ and non-fiction eg diary writing, travel writing, autobiography,
etc,. This will directly support your ability to access the Unseen texts in the English Language and Literature papers. Use your library for the
texts. Remember there is value in finishing texts but also reading widely – so find that balance.

• Know the questions that are marked for paragraphs, spelling, grammar and punctuation in the Language and Literature papers. Take extra care in
those questions with your accuracy of writing.Take time to proofread and edit your answers.

• Plan your responses for the 40 mark questions.

• Know your timings – and stick to them!

• Memorise quotes for ALL your Literature texts, but especially poetry and AIC where you will not have any of the text to rely on for Part B.

• Use your PPE feedback to identify on going areas for improvement.



Why do we say read for 20 minutes a day?
Reading improves student 
understanding and analytical 
skills, while also enriching 
their vocabulary.

Reading also is proven to 
reduce stress, anxiety, and 
the chances of suffering 
from insomnia. Just 6 
minutes of reading can 
reduce stress by 68%.

Reading boosts empathy, 
mental health and wellbeing

Reading each day is workout, 
similar to cardio training, for 
your brain.

It is never too late to 
become a reader, and every 
minute reading helps.



Miss Carquez 

Literacy and Research Lead

Revision

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL



Revision and intervention this year – what will be offered

Revision opportunities:

- Weekly Form Time sessions with

specific revision skills focus building

on their programme fromYear 10

- LRC open Mon.-Thurs. at 8:30, lunch

and until 4:30’ laptop access for

revision

Intervention opportunities:

- Subject level – short bursts, invite only.

- Subject specific interventions in

FormTime

- Tutor Doctor for specific students

- SLT 1:1 meetings to discuss post-16

options and results in January



✓ Little and often
✓ Rigorous yet realistic 



➢ When we learn something—even 

as simple as someone’s name—

we form connections between 

neurons in the brain. These 

synapses create new circuits 

between nerve cells. 

➢ Those synapses get stronger or 

weaker depending on how often 

we’re exposed to an event. The 

more we’re exposed to an activity 

(like a golfer practicing a swing 

thousands of times) the stronger 

the connections. 

➢ The less exposure, however, the 

weaker the connection, which is 

why it’s so hard to remember 

things like people’s names after 

the first introduction.

RECAP - The science behind 

revision and memory…



➢Spaced repetition is how your 

brain is encoded to make 

memories. If you only go over 

something once, your brain 

discards that information, 

deeming it unimportant. It 

assumes that you won’t need to 

reaccess it. The brain only 

strengthens memories that it 

encounters frequently.

➢When we make a memory, the 

information doesn’t get stored in 

one place. The information gets 

scattered over multiple locations 

all over the brain. If you go back 

to the topic over gradual 

intervals, the synaptic 

connections become stronger 

and stronger until you have 

pathways to recall that fact 

whenever you need.

A Harvard Study revealed that 

our brain has limitations -

human brains only remember 

five to seven new pieces of 

information at one time. This 

study explains why when we 

need to learn a vast amount of 

information, cramming does 

not work. 



Retrieval

Elaborate

Visualise/text

Interleaving

Spacing

Examples

Move between different topics during a revision session

Space out subjects/topics covered over time – not 

cramming into 1-2 days



What does an effective revision timetable look like?



• Some have a small cost for full access to all features (£1.99-6.99) but are

amazing at helping organise and plan revision

Timetabling Apps





• Involves actively using and 
engaging with information you have learned.

• Moves knowledge from surface to deeper levels.

What is effective revision?



Retrieval

Elaborate

Visualise/text

Interleaving

Spacing

Examples

Online quizzes, flashcards, practice papers

List similarities and differences; ask “why does... what if…”

Mind maps, diagrams, timelines

Move between different topics during a revision session

Space out subjects/topics covered over time – not 

cramming into 1-2 days

Give specific examples of key terminology







And remember…



Making the most of technology



Revision Apps



• Check that your son has a revision plan/timetable – little and often!

• Ensure they can find theirYear 10 workbooks and textbooks.

• Ensure they are equipped with highlighters, glue sticks, post it notes, blank paper,

cue cards – all these can help them create their own revision resources such as

flash cards and posters.

• Create a physical space for their revision.

• Quiz them!

• Have them teach you their topics/key terms

• Reward their efforts however you see fit.

What can you do to help?



Religious Education

Mr Smith



• 2 papers, 1hr 45mins each

• 1st – Catholic Christianity

• Revise Chps 1-6, 4 will come up

• 2nd – Judaism (Chps 9-10) and

Themes (Chps 11-12)

• Revise those 4 chapters, they

will all come up



Exam format 

• Each unit / chapter is broken down into a 24 mark question

• 1, 2, 4, 5, 12 mark questions

• 1 – multiple choice (tick the box, learn definitions)

• 2, 4, 5 – repeat knowledge from the textbook

• 12 – 1 page essay, 4 paragraphs with both sides, an argument with a justified

conclusion



• Ensure your son knows the material in Chapters 1-6, 9-12

• And that he knows how to answer the questions

• Makes revision cards

• Fills in A3 sheets (check Bromcom)

• Answers questions in the Active Recall Booklet

• Completes his homework properly and acts on feedback

• Completes timed practices at home (24 minutes for 1Q on his
phone)

• Uses mark schemes on AQA website to self-assess:















• Once he feels confident with a particular chapter, build up…

• Start doing x2 24 markers, then 3, then 4 (to 1hr 45mins)

• Pupils historically do poorly on the latter questions because they

mistime in the exam.

• They also do worse on the Judaism and Themes papers as their

answers lack detail.

• He should practice until all gaps in his knowledge and technique

are filled in.



Support Challenge 



•Prepare as the exam will be

•Knowledge and technique

•Timed conditions

•Do as much as often as possible – start now



This is a big year for students.

Whilst we expect them to take it seriously, it should not be at the cost of their

health and wellbeing.

We have many people in school that students can talk to about the way they’re

feeling: The Safeguarding team (Mr Mawer, Mrs Lala, Miss Carquez, Miss Sayers and

any wellbeing staff wearing a pink lanyard). We also provide support via the

Education Wellbeing SupportTeam in Sutton and via the school nurse.

Wellbeing/Safeguarding



Thank you!
Further questions can be directed to your KS4 admin: 

m.cody@johnfisherschool.org

Or 

Your son’s tutor.

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL

"Nurturing young Catholic gentlemen.
Aspiring for Academic, Cultural & Sporting Excellence."
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