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Head of Year 9

Science 

Maths

RE

English

Who will you hear from?



Science 2026-27 



Teaching Staff

• Biology Specialists:

• Ms Mozammel (SL 

for Biology)

• Mr Bennett (Dept 

Head)

• Mrs Thaker

• Ms Bryant

• Chemistry Specialists:

• Mrs Woolcock (SL for 
Science)

• Mr Hall (SL for Chemistry)

• Miss Green

• Ms Bryant

• Physics Specialists:

• Dr Ekanayake

• Ms Bryant

• Mr Hassan

Each Class Has 3 Specialist Teachers



Y9 Assessments

• Throughout the Academic year Y9 will sit assessments- some in class, some in 

the hall

• These will be used to ‘band’ students at the end of the year. Maths, English and 

Science collectively use assessment data to place students into the X band 

(currently 4 sets) or the Y band (currently 3 sets).

• Within each band the subjects will the set students eg an X band student may be 

in set 2 for maths and set 3 for English.

• Teacher feedback will also be taken into account before finalising banding and 

sets for year 10. 

• Your son needs to take each assessment seriously and revise for it.



KS4 Science- we start in year 9

Specifications: 

• AQA Combined Science Trilogy (formally known as dual award) at foundation and higher tier

• AQA Separate Sciences (formally known as triple science)

• Three sets in the X band are covering higher tier separate science

• One X band set and one Y band set are covering higher tier combined science

• Two Y band sets are covering foundation tier combined science

• The final exam entry decision will be made after the PPEs in year 10.

Every year 9 Class starts on the Separate Science Route



Combined Trilogy Route Separate Science Route

Your Son will be taught in specialist 
lessons, ie he will have biology, chemistry 
and physics lessons

Your Son will be taught in specialist 
lessons, ie he will have biology, chemistry 
and physics lessons

Your son will sit 6 GCSE papers that are 1 
hour 15 minutes long each. 2x chemistry, 
2x biology, 2 x physics

Your son will sit 6 GCSE papers that are 1 
hour 45 minutes long each. 2x chemistry, 
2x biology, 2 x physics

Your son will receive 2 GCSEs in science, 
the double grade is an average of all 6 
papers

Your son will receive 3 GCSEs one in each 
science, the grade is an average of the 2 
papers sat per subject

Your son can do A-level sciences if he gets 
the entry criteria grades

Your son can do A-level sciences if he gets 
the entry criteria grades



Tiers

For higher tier papers 
the highest grade is a 
grade 9, the lowest is a 
grade 4 after this is a U.

For foundation tier the 
highest grade is a 5 the 
lowest is 1, then a U.



• Foundation papers are more accessible and for hard working 
students it is easier to get a grade 5 on them. More of the 
paper is made up of grade 1-3 questions.

• Higher tier papers are mostly grade 6-9 level questions, it is 
more difficult and if the grade 4 is not obtained a student will 
get a U.

Combined 

science grades 

are:

Higher Tier Grades Foundation Tier 
Grades

9-9 5-5

9-8 5-4

8-8 4-4

8-7 4-3

7-7 3-3

7-6 3-2

6-6 2-2

6-5 2-1

5-5 1-1

5-4 U

4-4

U



KS3 Science

• Revision Guides: I recommend CGP, they have a vast array of supporting materials 

www.worldofbooks.com have second hand versions which are cheaper!

• We are going to be sending letters to parents this term with details how to buy CGP 

revision resources through school.

• There is a guide on Google Classroom as to which chapters in the revision guide 

correspond to which chapters in our textbooks.

• Textbook pages are also on Google Classroom (scans)

http://www.worldofbooks.com/


Additional Support

Your son is welcome to see his 

teacher to arrange a time for 

help in his science studies



Maths Year 9

Focus: Focus on becoming more independent and resilient in their 

learning

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL



• 9x1 Miss McNeela

• 9x2 Mrs Bibi 

• 9x3 Mr Stanton
• 9x4 Miss McNeela
• 9y1 Mrs Winkelman & Miss McNeela

• 9y2 Mr Johnson

• 9y3 Mrs Winkelman

• 9y4 Ms Nguyen

•KS3 Coordinator is Miss McNeela

•Head of Department is Mr Stanton

Meet the Team

X Side ( B, C, K) Y Side (M, N, T)

9X1 - Mrs Bibi 9Y1 - Mrs Winkelman & Miss McNeela

9X2 - Mrs Nguyen 9Y2 - Mr Johnson

9X3 - Mr Johnson 9Y3 – Mr Gamage & Dr Dowle

9X4 - Miss McNeela 9Y4 – Mrs Nguyen

•KS3 Coordinator is Miss McNeela

•Head of Department is Mr Stanton



•Year 9 are set and each set follows a differentiated 

scheme of work.

•Regular formal assessments

•Sets remain fluid and changes will be reviewed every 

formal “in class” test.

•Retrieval and interlinking prior learning becomes 

more frequent. 

Classwork



Year 9 Overview



Year 9 Maths Roadmap - 



Sparx Maths

• Set Wednesday

• Due the following Wednesday

• Copy out questions and show full 

workings (if they are racing 

through Sparx will give them 

more homework each week, 

aiming for 1 hour)

• Start homework early so they can 

ask their teacher for help.

• 100% completion



Mini Quiz

• Informal short quiz 

• At the end of a topic

• Completed in lesson

• Self assessed / Peer assessed

• WWW and EBI

Assessment

• Will be written in student planners (1 week before)

• Completed in lesson

• Teacher assessed

• QLA feedback with Sparx Codes to help progress student

Summer / EOY

• Same criteria as formal assessments

• Help to set them for Year 10

Assessments



• In Year 10 students are set across the whole year and put into 

7 sets.

•Bands are decided in a “core subject panel”. Upper contains 

approx. 115 pupils. 

•Higher Tier is still available to pupils in the lower band

•The end of year exams for Year 9 are very important to show 

their capabilities at GCSE with emphasis on each student 

being placed in the set that is right for them

Year 10



• Sparx Maths

• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

• https://corbettmaths.com/

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z38pycw

• https://www.mrbartonmaths.com/topics/

Revision
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KS3 Administrator: Mrs Maynard h.maynard@johnfisherschool.org

Head of Year: Mrs Sayers

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Lovelock

Year 9 Team

9B Mr Hall p.hall@johnfisherschool.org 

9C Mr Greenwood j.greenwood@johnfisherschool.org 

9K Mrs Mukesh v.mukesh@johnfisherschool.org 

9M Mrs Ghodbhani (Friday- Mrs Faulkner) 

j.ghodbhani@johnfisherschool.org 

9N Mr Keramides m.keramides@johnfisherschool.org 

9T Mr Rebello a.rebello@johnfisherschool.org 
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Monday:  Morning Prayer

Tuesday: Housekeeping (checks and celebrations)

Wednesday: Assembly

Thursday: Reading (Planner Check)

Friday: Reading (Planner Check)

Form Time



Equipment 
Map

White Board
Planner
Reading Book



Year 9 Literacy Overview and    
Reading Expectations

• Year 9s should always have a ‘reading book’ of 

their choice and interest on the go.  This could be a 

book from home or a book checked out from the 

LRC.

• If there are any barriers to reading- then please 

email your son’s tutor and we can look at what 

interventions we can put into place.

• Reading is not a punishment- it should be enriching!



The benefits of independent 
reading are numerous – 
please find a variety of 

materials available on our 
school website:

•A parent guide to 
engaging your child in 

reading

•A selection of reading 
recommendations and 

book lists 

Supporting reading at home



Wellbeing Support 

Your first point of contact should always be 

the form tutor. They know your son best 

and will know who to contact to ensure the 

right support is put in place.

Your son should feel able to talk to any 

responsible adult they trust about anything. 

We tell them this and we ask that you do to. 

safeguarding@johnfisherschool.org

mailto:safeguarding@johnfisherschool.org


• We are part of the Sutton schools Mental Health Cluster, sharing best practice.

• We have staff trained Mental Health First aiders.

• Mental Health wellbeing practitioner on site two days a week.

• Range of intervention and support for students; last year these included sleep 

and anxiety, revision and managing exam stress

• Parental workshops throughout the year, advertised in the Headteacher’s 

newsletter.

• Contact with any concerns on wellbeingsupport@johnfishersupport.org

• Inclusion officer is Ms Lala

Mental Health

mailto:wellbeingsupport@johnfishersupport.org
mailto:wellbeingsupport@johnfishersupport.org
mailto:wellbeingsupport@johnfishersupport.org


•Assessment window 1: January 2027

•Parent/Teacher Evening: 11th February 2027

•Options evening KS4: 23rd February 2027

•Assessment window 2: Core exams: July 2027

Key Dates for Year 9



Your son will sit assessments in all his subjects. 

In English, Science, History, Geography, RE and ICT there is a streamed set. The 

way this is calculated is as follows:

All the assessments in the above subjects are taken and the lowest score is 

removed. 

An average of that score is then calculated.

The score is then ranked (1-90 as there are two sides to the year X and Y)

The top 30 scoring students are in the streamed sets and the others are 

distributed between the remaining 2 sets.  There are no ‘bottom’ sets.

Maths has their own sets using the assessment data from the end of Y8.

Streaming



Uniform



Impact of absences



Behaviour and Attendance Thresholds



Level 1 - Affecting your own learning 

Level 2 - Affecting the learning and the wellbeing of others 

Level 3 - Affecting staff or the ethos of the school

How We Measure Behavioural Choices:

Level 1 (1BP) Level 2 (2BP) Level 3 (3BP)

Classwork Loss of Learning Subject Removal

Equipment /Organisation Disrespect Defiance

Uniform Late to Class Physical Contact

Missed Detention Unkind Truancy

Failed report Referral (Oncall)



Behaviour Point Threshold



Community

School

Child

Home

Home school partnership

When we work together 

your son will benefit.

We are not beyond reproach but 
please challenge appropriately.



• Loss of Learning  16/03/2026   

• X kept bouncing his tennis ball on the desk and he did not follow instructions despite being warned 
several times.

• Loss of Learning  12/02/2026    

• Constant low-level interruptions, off-task, distracting each other (and rest of class).

• Demerit   10/12/2025   

• Students asked to pack away. Y ignored the instruction and was talking to his friends. Took an excessive 
time to pack away, demerit issued.  Remained in class to argue about the demerit.

• Subject Removal  10/02/2026   

• Moved away from others for disruption early on, still talking, trying to distract others. Making loud silly 

noises so subject removed.

Examples of the Behaviour We Need Support With



• By now you should have been sent the log in details for Bromcom (MCAS). 

Please download and log in as soon as possible as this is where you can find all 

behaviour details. 

• Any questions please email your son’s tutor for more support.

Bromcom



• Golden Tie- queue jump.  Visual example to other students.

• Tutee of the Week- sweet treat.

• Golden stars- given by subject teachers for excellent work (treat from 

golden locker).

• Cards- good work and good behaviour, a card will be sent home.

• Certificates (50, 75, 100, 150)

• Reward film in December and the Reward Trip to Thorpe Park in Summer 

term.

• Tutors will send emails home to recognise achievements and good 

practice.

Rewards



Religious Education- Mr Smith

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL



Parents

SchoolParish





1 2 3 4 5 6
Creation and 

Covenant

What God 
intended for 

mankind – Gn

And what that 
means – 

Imago dei, 
dignity, the 
good life – 
marriage, 

morality and 
CST 

Prophecy and 
Promise

Old 
Testament 

women and 
their links to 

Mary

Marian 
teachings – 

Dogma, 
Feasts and Art

Galilee to 
Jerusalem

The sources 
of Faith – 

Bible (Mark’s 
Gospel) and 

Disciples

Apply that to 
vocation – 

Holy Orders 
and the 

Jesuits; Lent  

Desert to 
Garden

The upshot of 
Faith – 

Redemption 
and where it 
comes from – 

Old 
Testament 

Temple 
sacrifice

Missionaries

Ends of the 
Earth

How the 
Church began 

and what it 
means to be a 

Church

Living Church 
– Saints, 

Eucharist, 
Holiness 

Dialogue and 
Encounter

Islam

Key Tenets of 
the Faith and 

how they 
compare to 

Catholic 
Christianity 





1 2 3 4 5 6
Creation and 

Covenant

4. Imago Dei

6. Sanctity of 
Life 

Prophecy and 
Promise

2. Esther 

4. Mary 

Galilee to 
Jerusalem

2. Formal 
exam 

(revision one 
week before)

5. Discipleship

w/b 8 Feb – 
Parents’ 
Evening

Desert to 
Garden

2. Covenant 

4. The 
Mission

Ends of the 
Earth

3. Three 
States of the 

Church 

5. Saints 

Dialogue and 
Encounter

6. GL core 
assessment 





Thursday, 22 October 2026

TITLE: Extended Writing 

Review Questions

1. What does the phrase Imago Dei mean?

2. What is the specific source of authority 

(Bible book in this case) where it comes 

from?

3. What issues have we studied that relate 

to / show this teaching?
What is freedom? Is it always good for 

us to do what we want?



Extended writing: "How does the Catholic understanding of Imago Dei shape our view of 
human dignity?“

The concept of Imago Dei - that humans are created in the image and likeness of God - is central to 

Catholic thought. In what ways does this idea influence how Catholics understand and approach 

human dignity? How do the teachings in Genesis 1-2, as well as Jesus' example and Catholic Social 

Teaching inform a Catholic perspective on the inherent worth of every person?

Effort Description

A Excellent presentation 
and SPG.

B Good presentation and 
SPG.

C Mostly appropriate 
presentation and key 
words spelt correctly.

D Limited attempt at neat 
presentation and SPG.

Mark /10

9-10: An insightful and nuanced exploration of Imago Dei and 

human dignity. The essay demonstrates a deep understanding of 

the relevant scriptural passages and Church teachings. It offers 

thoughtful reflection on how belief in Imago Dei should shape a 

Catholic's view of self, others, and moral responsibility.
7-8: A well-developed discussion of Imago Dei and its implications 

for human dignity. The essay shows a solid grasp of key concepts 

from Genesis and Catholic doctrine. It considers how Imago Dei 

applies to valuing human life and treating others with respect.

5-6: An adequate explanation of Imago Dei and human dignity. 
The essay displays basic knowledge of the creation accounts and 

Jesus' example. It makes some connections between Imago Dei 

and the dignity of the human person, 

1-4: A limited treatment of Imago Dei and human dignity. The essay 

states general ideas about humans being made in God's image, 
but offers little substantive reflection. 



IMAGO DEI extended writing
• How does the Catholic 

understanding of Imago 
Dei shape our view of 
human dignity?

2 paras 

FOR

2 paras 

AGAINST

YOUR 

OPINION



2 → 2.5 pages of A4







Cultural awareness

Problem solving 

Oracy 

Decision making  

Critical thinking 

Effective argument 

Journalism

Media 

(Corporate) Law

Politics  

Leadership 

Civil/Diplomatic service





1 - 1.5 pages of A4 Year 7

1.5 - 2 pages of A4 Year 8

2 - 2.5 pages of A4 Year 9

3 - 3.5 pages of A4 Years 10-11



1. Go through the year with him

• know about the topics; 

• look in his book – he’ll bring it home after every lesson – what does his presentation and detail 
say about his commitment?;

• Be organised – doing homework on the night it’s set allows time to get help, e.g.: if the work is 
due in a week;

• Check Bromcom for essays, revision resources and behaviour (good and bad) – does tech and 
printer work?;

• make the subject part of your regular conversation and life – e.g.: the news, radio in the car, theme 
in TV show…?

2. Get him reading – National Literacy Trust – excellent website! 

• pick a book (or audiobook);

• read it as well;

• talk about it – it will improve his imagination, empathy, knowledge of the world, oracy and 
attainment. ‘Readers are leaders’…

3. Reach out – email me – ma.smith@johnfisherschool.org 

mailto:ma.smith@johnfisherschool.org
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Class Teacher No. 4+ No. 7+ No. 3- 

PPE2 Public PPE2 Public PPE2 Public

11Ea1 MDS 25 28 11 15 4 1
11Ea4 MDS 7 15 0 0 21 13
11Er1 MDS 5 7 0 0 14 12

ma.smith@johnfisherschool.org

mailto:ma.smith@johnfisherschool.org


English- Mrs L  Crampton

THE JOHN FISHER SCHOOL



English in Year 9

Miss E. Johnstone
Key Stage 3 Co-ordinator for English

Mrs L. Crampton
Key Stage 4 Co-ordinator for English

Mrs S. Ryder
Subject Leader for English

The spiral curriculum that students 
have been following since Year 7 has 
been designed to build on core skills 
from the Key Stage 2 curriculum and to 
encourage students to be able to use 
these skills more independently. 

In Year 9 there is also a further focus 
on the transition to GCSE and building 
skills to prepare students to study a 
GCSE in BOTH English Language and 
English Literature in Year 10 and 11.



KS3 English – Year 9 Programme of Study

One lesson a 
fortnight is a 
dedicated to our class 
reader. 

Each class reader is 
chosen to 
compliment our 
scheme of work and 
demonstrate how 
wider reading can 
influence our 
understanding of 
texts.

Our current class 
reader is ‘Welcome 
to Nowhere’.



What can I do to help my son?

Visits to museums, galleries and even local areas.  For example – a visit to the Globe 
Theatre (Tragedy Unit) or a visit to the Imperial War Museum (Culture and Identity Unit) 

will make this year both relevant and relatable.

We cannot underestimate the power of ‘modelling’ good practices…let your son see and 
hear you reading  little and often.  

Make time to sit down and eat together once a week, all electronic devices off and talk! It makes a huge 
difference to the verbal skills of students.  Watching the news is a great way to discuss wider cultural issues.

Encourage your son to revise little and often through the year to establish their study skills and prepare 
them for GCSE. This could include – learning key vocabulary and terminology from their glossary,  

revisiting previous units, learning contextual information and key quotations and practising writing both 
analytically and imaginatively.



• Knowledge Quizzes 

Assessed on content covered over a fortnight / part of the Unit.
• End of Unit Assessment
Assessed on the content covered in the Unit. May include sections on spelling, key 

terminology, literary devices, and extended writing – creative or analytical
• End of Year Assessment
Further information on the next slide.

The assessments will provide opportunities for Dedicated  Improvement and Reflection 
Time (DIRT time).
Students will achieve a mark, which will form part of the percentage they are reported 
on. They will also be given feedback on what has gone well and which areas they may 

still need to improve. 
Assessments are kept in school by the teacher in a separate folder to their classwork.

Assessments



• All Year 9 students will sit a paper at the end of the year which tests their knowledge of key terminology, 
factual understanding and analytical skills of the units taught this year. This will include:

  Of Mice and Men

  Tragedy

  Poetry Through the Ages

  Crime and Punishment Non-Fiction Reading

  Creative Writing

• The assessment will have a variety of multiple choice, short answer and extended responses. 

• Data from this assessment is used in the banding of students for their GCSE class. Class sets will then be 
decided using this data in addition to data from internal assessments, KS2 and CATs data may also be used 
when deciding GCSE classes. 

• All classes are taught the same information across streamed and unstreamed classes in Yr 9.

• You will receive a letter with further details about the assessment from Mrs Ryder, Head of English.

End of Year 9 Assessment for English



English GCSEs – What does this mean for your son?

• The GCSE exams are awarded as 9-1 grades. 

• All students complete 2 English GCSEs.

• English Language Exam board: AQA

• English Literature Exam Board: OCR

• All students will sit their examinations at the end of Year 11.

• SPaG is worth 30% of their English Language paper.

• Spoken Language is a component of the GCSEs and awarded separately (P, 

M or D)

• Year 9 is a GCSE core skills preparation year.



GCSE English Literature - OCR



GCSE English Language  - AQA

PAPER 1 – 50% 1hr 45  80 MARKS PAPER 2 – 50% 1hr 45  80 MARKS

 Paper 1: Section A 25% 1 hr
READING 1x Unseen Reading Fiction

Q1 Multiple Choice Question (4 marks)
Q2 Language Analysis Question (8 marks)
Q3 Structure Question (8 marks)
Q4 Viewpoint Question (20 marks)

 Paper 2: Section A 25% 1 hr
READING 2x Unseen Reading Non-Fiction

Q1 True or False statements (4 marks)
Q2 Summary question (8 marks)
Q3 Language Analysis Question (12 marks)
Q4 Viewpoint Comparison Question (16 
marks)

 Paper 1: Section B 25% 45 mins
WRITING: Fiction
Q5 Creative writing task

 Paper 2: Section B 25% 45 mins
WRITING: Non-Fiction
Q5 Extended persuasive writing task



GCSE English Spoken Language Endorsement

Spoken Language Assessments 

take place in the Summer Term of 

Year 10 and are always a great 

opportunity for students to share 

their individual interests and 

opinions with their peers.

These are graded as Pass, Merit 

or Distinction.



In the Summer Term of Year 9 you will receive a letter about purchasing the GCSE texts 
required for English Literature.

We offer these as a bundle to ensure it is more affordable than purchasing each book 
separately.

*Some students may already have copies of these texts at home/handed down from an 
older sibling*

• Macbeth – William Shakespeare (978-0198324003) RRP £6.99 

• An Inspector Calls – J.B. Priestley (978-0435232825) RRP £9.99 

• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – EMC combined text and course book (9781906101374) RRP 
£20.00 

Look  out for my letter…
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