
Covering the Assessment 
Objectives 

Romuald Hazoumè, Mon Gouvernement, 1997. Found objects, varied dimensions 



There are four Assessment Objectives (AO) and students need to be very familiar with these. 
This short guide is designed to help you cover these in your work. 

 

AO1 - Develop 

Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources demonstrating 
analytical and cultural understanding. 

 

AO2-Experiment 

Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 

 

AO3-Record 

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual and/or other forms. 

 

AO4-Present 

Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding, realising intentions and, where appropriate, making connections between visual, 
written, oral or other elements. 

 

This means that you must show how you have 
developed your ideas from the start of the project. 

This means that you must try different ways of using 
materials when producing studies. 

This means that you must show the extent of your 
artistic skills when producing studies. 

This means that you must explain and present your 
work to show the level of your understanding. 



Describe 

Analyse 

Interpret 

Judge 

When you describe 
an artwork, 
identify things in 
the work that you 
can see, name, and 
describe. Think of it 
as if you were 
trying to describe 
the work to a blind 
person 

When you analyze 
an artwork you will 
tell how the subject 
matter and 
elements of the 
work have been 
organized. To do 
this, think of the 
elements of art — 
line, shape, form, 
and colour. 

Use the 
information from 
your description 
and analysis (and 
secondary sources 
like the internet) to 
help identify the 
meaning of the 
artwork 

What is your 
conclusion? How 
well does it ‘work’? 
How does the work 
awaken your 
imagination or help 
you feel a part of 
the work? 

Here is a method for 
understanding the work of 

an artist. 



Line 

Shape 

Form 

Colour 

Texture 

Tone 
Composition 

Henri Rousseau - Surprised! Tiger in a 
Tropical Storm 

Which 
element 
dominates? 
Can be more 
than one that 
is important. 
Give your 
reasons 

There are many 
elements that are used 
to produce a work of 

art…..here are some of 
the obvious ones! 



Otto Dix was the 
son of working 
class parents. His 
father Franz was a 
foundry worker 
and his mother 
Louise was a 
hausfrau (house 
wife) 

Gnarled hands 
Deep brooding 
colour 
Hopelessness in 
faces 
Large ‘working’ 
hands 

Perhaps you 
like the use of 

TONE… 
Or what about 

the surface 
texture? 

So what can you 
take from 

this……..? Think 
about the 
elements.. 

Here is an example of 
how you might 

understand a piece of 
work. 



  

  

  

 

Describe 
 
In this study I have used oil pastel 
to represent the landscape and 
figures in the trenches.   

Analyse 
  
I  used TEXTURE (paint and 
coffee beans) in order to show the 
SPACE in the trenches. This was 
to help create a sense of 
hopelessness. 

Interpret 
  
My intention was to 
show/represent the psychological 
effects of war and how some 
people react differently (the 
figure on the right remains calm). 

Judge 
  
I think this was successful 
because the space helps create the 
sense of foreboding. However I 
could have used more detail in 
the expression of the face. If I was 
to do this again I might produce a 
triptych to show before and after. 

……and here is a 
student explaining their 

own work! 



Describe your 
response to your 

theme 
 

How is it personal?  How is it informed?  

How will I realise 
my intentions?  

How have I made 
connections with 

artists?  

In my  responding to my theme I have been 
interested in…………………. I started by relating 
this to my own experience of…………….. I looked 
at the work of ……………and realised its 
connection to…………. 
 
I have made various primary observational 
drawings  including………………………. 
I really like the way I have… 
I have experimented with using different 
media as you can see in my studies of……………..  
 
I have collected various secondary 
resources using a camera. I have made numerous 
drawings using different materials like………… 
 
I want to develop a final piece that 
…………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………… 
and shows my understanding. 

Literacy link: 
use writing to plan 
organise and record;  

 

You can use 
this frame to 

help you. 



What 
size/shape/format for 

my final piece? 
 

How am I organising my 
space 

(fore/mid/background)? 
 

What images and how 
do I make them 

important? 
 

What elements am I 
concentrating on and 

why? 
 

How has my artist(s) 
influenced my 
composition? 

 

Diagonals create 
movement and 

horizontals stillness 

Colour can help 
space recede and 
objects become 

smaller 

Think about 
different dimensions 
like long rectangles 

Think about what 
planning might have 

went into his/her work 




